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Viceroy's Speech at Stale Banquet, Eikaneer

I thank Your Highness very warmly for the welcome you
have given to Her Excellency and to me, and for the efforts you
have made to make our stay as agreeable as possible. You
have treasured the opportunities of giving this welcome to other
Viceroys. The welcome to us on this occasion is worthy of a
Prince of India. It is princely in generous hospitality, but even
more attractive is the princely character of the generous courtesy
and consideration which leads you to think day by day, and
almost hour by hour, of the pleasures that you may be able to
offer not only to Her Excellency and to me, but to the rest of
your guests.

Hospitality, and the dispensing of it, are perhaps greater
tests than are generally recognized. Hospitality does not merely
consist, as you so well recognize, in entertainment on a sumptuous
scale. True hospitality consists, as is so well understood here
in the East, in that sensitiveness of response to the thoughts
passing through the minds of your honoured guests, which leads
you to give effect by the swiftest and most successful means to
their wishes. I realize that this hospitality is to me as Viceroy,
His Majesty's Representative, and that you, the Ruler of this
State, find it a pleasure, may I say a privilege to entertain the
King's representative. If only on that ground, I should be glad
to have been your guest, but there is also a personal note reflected
in your observations, which found a full and echoing response in
my mind. Not only are you entertaining me as Viceroy, but also
as a former colleague in the Imperial War Cabinet. I rejoice
then to note that India, and India's States were represented
in that important assembly. When again we met throughout
the anxious periods of the Peace Conference, we lived in the
same establishment, and were in the habit of frequent converse
and intercourse, I learned to value, not only the sagacity, but
the broad outlook and the wise judgment of His Highness.
There were sown the seeds of a riper friendship, which found its
response in one of the first messages sent to me from India when
I was appointed Viceroy. It came from His Highness, full of
thoughtful wishes for success and of realizations of responsibili-
ties. It has been my good fortune again to meet His Highness as
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